
AP Language and Composition 
Summer Reading & Writing Assignment 

 

Dear future AP Language & Composition Student: 

 
Welcome to Summer Reading 2021!  

 

This course places an emphasis on reading and writing that explores a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts, 

and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes (collegeboard.com 6).  This class will DEFINITELY 

prepare you for college and we’ll have some fun along the way!  

 

Your Summer Assignment includes the following:   

 

1. Read and annotate How To Think by Alan Jacobs. (ISBN-13: 9780451499608.  You can find this 

on Amazon or at Barnes & Noble.  Check both sites/places to find the cheaper one…)  You will be 

responsible for the information in this book and will be writing an assessment as well as giving a book talk, so 

make sure you are prepared.  Use the list of key concepts from the book to drive your annotations. BE SURE 

TO READ THE ARTICLE ON ANNOTATION attached to this packet. 

 

2. Purchase a journal with at least 200 pages (it can be a composition notebook OR a Moleskine or any journal you 

choose) for your dialectical journals and other writing/notetaking throughout the year. We call these “fodder” journals 

(fodder means “a thing regarded only as material for a specific use” according to Webster. We collect information 

throughout the year and place it in this journal ☺).  Please use your journal for any notes from How to Think. 

 
IMPORTANT: In your fodder journal, you will find at least ONE real life connection to each of the key concepts listed 

above. Real life connections can be found in your daily interactions, work, news, movies, books --- anywhere! Be 

prepared to write about and discuss how they are connected. 

 

3. Write a college essay that you might use for a college entrance or scholarship application. You will either choose one 

of the Common Application prompts listed below or choose a prompt from the college or university you plan to attend. 

Make sure you Google the New York Times “Standout College Application Essays” for examples to get you started. There 

are essays from the past few years available to read online. 

 
 

Common Application Prompts: 

 

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application 

would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story. 

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced 

a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? 

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the 

outcome? 

4. Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, 

an ethical dilemma-anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and 

what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new understanding 

of yourself or others. 

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate 

you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? 

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you’ve already written, one that responds to a different 

prompt, or one of your own design 

 



“How and Why to Annotate a Book” 
Note-Taking vs. Annotation 
Most serious readers take notes of some kind when they are carefully considering a text, but many 
readers are too casual about their note taking. Later they realize they have taken notes that are 
incomplete or too random, and then they laboriously start over, re-notating an earlier reading. Others 
take notes only when cramming for a test, which is often merely “better than nothing.” Students can 
easily improve the depth of their reading and extend their understanding over long periods of time by 
developing a systematic form of annotating. Such a system is not necessarily difficult and can be 
completely personal and exceptionally useful. 
 
First, what is the difference between annotating and “taking notes”? For some people, the difference is 
nonexistent or negligible, but in this instance I am referring to a way of making notes directly onto a text 
such as a book, a handout, or another type of publication. The advantage of having one annotated text 
instead of a set of note papers plus a text should be clear enough: all the information is together and 
inseparable, with notes very close to the text for easier understanding, and with fewer pieces to keep 
organized. 
 
What the reader gets from annotating is a deeper initial reading and an understanding of the text that 
lasts. You can deliberately engage the author in conversation and questions, maybe stopping to argue, 
pay a compliment, or clarify an important issue—much like having a teacher or storyteller with you in the 
room. If and when you come back to the book, that initial interchange is recorded for you, making an 
excellent and entirely personal study tool. 
 

Criteria for Successful Annotation 
Using your annotated copy of the book six weeks after your first reading, you can recall the key 
information in the book with reasonable thoroughness in a 15- to 30-minute review of your notes and the 
text. 
 

Why Annotate? 
• Annotate any text that you must know well, in detail, and from which you might need to produce 

evidence that supports your knowledge or reading, such as a book on which you will be tested. 
• Don’t assume that you must annotate when you read for pleasure; if you’re relaxing with a book, 

well, relax. Still, some people—let’s call them “not-abnormal”—actually annotate for pleasure. 
 

Your Text 
 
Inside the front cover of your book, keep an orderly, legible list of “key information” with page references. 
Key information might include themes; passages that relate to the book’s title; people’s names; salient 
quotes; important scenes, passages, and chapters; and maybe key definitions or vocabulary. Remember 
that key information will vary according to genre and the reader’s purpose, so make your own good plan. 
As you read, section-by-section, chapter-by-chapter, consider doing the following, if useful or necessary: 

1. At the end of each chapter or section, briefly summarize the material. 

2. Title each chapter or section as you finish it, especially if the text does not provide headings for 

chapters or sections. 

3. Make a list of vocabulary words on a back page or the inside back cover. Possible ideas for lists 

include the author’s special jargon and new, unknown, or otherwise interesting words.



Key Concepts to Know from How to Think 

Refutation Mode Bulverism, Binding & Blinding 

Megan Phelps-Roper Group Identification 

Why Thinking for Yourself is Impossible “Give it 5-minutes”, 

Wilt Chamberlain Lumping & Solidarity 

The “Inner Ring” The Thinking Person’s Checklist.   

Belonging And Membership “The Outgroup” 

The Story of the Rat, Mole, Badger, and Toad  

  


